English 8 and 9 Honours Portfolio Option 
The Burnaby South English Department is glad to be offering English Honours 8 and 9 as an opt-in portfolio project. 
All students enrolled in an English 8 or 9 class can choose to complete the Honours Portfolio. You do not need to have been selected for an Honours class. This option is designed to appeal to students who love reading and writing, are independent learners, and who enjoy a challenge. 
To receive an Honours designation on your report card, you must:
· Achieve a standard of “proficient” or “extending” in your English 8/9 course (A or B letter grade)
· Complete your portfolio by the end of your English 8/9 quarter (a specific date will be set by your teacher). Your portfolio must meet a standard of “proficient” or “extending”. You can bring your portfolio to your teacher to receive feedback before the due date, and a rubric will be available on the English Honours page in the Library Blog.
· Participate in a short Honours Portfolio conference with your English teacher. Together, you will discuss and celebrate your work. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Verify that all the work completed for your Honours portfolio is your own work. You can discuss ideas with family and friends, and get some editing and proofreading help, but everything you turn in must be your own original work. If you have plagiarized (copied) work from other sources you will not receive an Honours designation on your report card and may not be eligible to enroll in Honours courses in future years.

Portfolio Options – You will choose 4 of the following options to complete:
Comprehend and Connect (Choose 2)
· Form a book club with at least 1 other person (it could be another Honours student, a family member, a friend) and read a book together. Record up to 15 minutes of one of your meetings and write a reflection (1-2 pages) that describes your experience of reading together.
· Create a reading and viewing diary for the duration of your course. In it, you’ll record the books you read and films you saw independently along with your personal responses to them (things you learned, found meaningful, what you made connections to, what questions you had). You will need to include at least 3 texts in your reading and viewing diary. One text selection needs to be by an Indigenous writer or creator. A list is available in the English Honours section of the Library Blog.
· Complete a character study assignment (Body Biography). Full assignment details are available on the Library Blog.
· Analyze a new media text (like a website, a Youtube/TikTok/Instagram creator, a video game, or another text – of course, it must be school appropriate content. Check with your teacher if you aren’t sure). Write, record, or create a mind map of an explanation of its meaning, the themes it explores, and its importance. 


Create and Communicate (Choose 2)
· Write a persuasive essay or report about a topic of your choice, that uses at least 3 sources that you reference in a bibliography. It should be 800-1200 words (3-4 pages, typed double spaced)
· Create a podcast episode about a topic of your choice, choosing a format that effectively explores your topic area. You can have guests, present research, or tell a story. It should be 7-10 minutes long.
· Write a short story or submit part of a longer work in any genre that shows your ability to create well-rounded characters and a vivid setting. (1500 words max)
· Write several poems (3, more if they are very short) that show your ability to create powerful images and explore ideas through language, on any topic and in any style.
· Choose and create another form of creative expression – comic, graphic novel, performance, digital media, etc. Please check with your teacher to discuss whether your idea is suitable. 

My portfolio due date: ____________________________________________
Please follow your teacher’s directions on how to hand in your portfolio. 




