
 
  

BURNABY SCHOOL DISTRICT’S 
COMPREHENSIVE LITERACY 

FRAMEWORK 

 
      To engage and empower a caring, inclusive community of 

learners for the opportunities of today and tomorrow. 



 

The research is very clear. 

• Exemplary classroom practice has been identified as having the greatest impact on student literacy 
development. 

• Quality classroom practice is based on a comprehensive literacy approach. 

• Support teachers and classroom teachers working together will have a greater impact on all learners. 

This document provides you with a framework, sharing the necessary components of a comprehensive literacy framework. 
We hope you use it to guide your practice, reflect on the areas you are feeling success in, and examine areas you would like 
to focus on. Together, we are stronger, so we encourage you to spend time with your colleagues, and look at best practices 
school wide. 

If you are looking for resources to support specific areas, please visit the school district literacy blog 
https://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/literacy/. 
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Read, Write, Lead 
Regie Routman 

 

We believe… 
Students must know right from the start that we are always reading text for meaning and 
understanding. 

 
A successful reading program that promotes high achievement includes these 
research based elements: 

 Large amounts of time for actual reading of continuous, meaningful texts 
 Providing students with choice during independent reading time 
 Learning environments that play a vital role in nurturing learning 
 Explicit, teacher directed instruction on all aspects of reading 
 Opportunities for students to respond to and talk with their peers, as well as 

teachers, about texts 
 Ongoing monitoring of reading comprehension through formative assessments 

and reading conferences 
 Effective communication with parents 

 

 



Comprehensive Literacy 
A rich literacy learning environment encompasses all of the following: 

Joy – Reflection – Goal Setting – High Expectations – Responsive Teaching – Growth Mindset - 
Student Choice - Explicit Instruction –Play - Ongoing Formative Assessment 

Language Exploration – Inclusive Community – Gradual Release of Responsibility 
 
 

Reading 

   Read Aloud  

Shared Reading 

      Word Study and  
Vocabulary Development 

 
Small Group Reading 

Independent Reading 

 
 
 

Oral Language 
“Reading and writing float on a sea 

of talk”. ~James Britton 

Writing 

Modelled Writing 

Shared Writing 

Independent Writing 



Comprehensive Literacy 
A rich literacy learning environment encompasses all of the following: 

Joy – Reflection – Goal Setting – High Expectations – Responsive Teaching – Growth Mindset - Student Choice 
Explicit Instruction –Play - Ongoing Formative Assessment – Language 

Exploration – Inclusive Community – Gradual Release of Responsibility 

Small Group Reading 
- Texts in small groups     

geared to the interests 
and background 
knowledge of the 
students 

- Builds 
comprehension, 
fluency, and 
decoding strategies 

Independent 
Reading  
- Students choose 

text  
- Develops fluency,   

comprehension, 
stamina, and a love 
of reading 

Independent Writing 
- Teachers provide explicit 

instruction  
- Mentor texts are used 
- A writing environment is 

created that honors 
collaboration and peer 
feedback 

- Time, space, and opportunities 
are provided, with large blocks 
of uninterrupted time for 
students to write 

Word Study and 
Vocabulary 
Development 
- Provides 

knowledge of 
language features,   
spelling patterns, 
structure and 
conventions 

Modelled Writing   
- Teachers demonstrate 

the process of writing 
- Provides a model for a 

variety of writing 
styles, forms, and 
function 

Shared Writing   
- Teachers “share the 

pen” with students, co-
creating many forms of 
writing  

- Extends the 
understanding of the 
writing process 

- Promotes enjoyment 
and risk taking in 

i i  

  Shared Reading  
- Teachers and students read 

together 
- Develops a sense of story 

or content 
- Promotes reading strategies 
- Increases comprehension 

Read Aloud  
- Demonstrates 

proficient reading 
- Teaches new 

vocabulary and 
genres 

- Teachers model joy 
and a love of reading 



Visualizing 

Creating multi-sensory images in 
the “mind’s eye” while reading to 
make sense of text. 

Analyzing and Synthesizing 

Deconstructing information 
and drawing conclusions based 
on both text and student 
thinking. 

Connecting 

Drawing from background 
knowledge and personal 
experiences while reading to 
create deeper meaning. 

Summarizing 

Selecting the main ideas and 
details to paraphrase text and pull 
out the most important 
information. 

 
 
 

Comprehension is at the heart of what it 
really means to read. Reading is thinking 
and understanding and getting at the 
meaning behind the text. 

Jennifer Serravallo 
 
 

  

Comprehension 
Strategies 

Questioning 

Asking both literal and 
inferential questions while 
reading to clarify meaning and 
deepen understanding. 

Inferring 

Using evidence in the text to 
“fill in”, hypothesize and 
predict. 



Every Child, Every Day: Six Elements of Effective Reading 
Instruction 

Richard Allington 
1. Every child, everyday reads something they have chosen themselves. 
2. Every  child reads accurately. Research shows that reading at 98% or 
higher accuracy is essential for reading acceleration. 
3. Every child reads something he or she understands. This takes a lot 
of reading and rereading of text that students find engaging. 
4. Every child writes about something personally meaningful. When 
they write about something they care about, they use conventions of 
spelling and grammar because it matters that their ideas are 
communicated. 
5. Every child talks with their peers about reading and writing. 
Research has demonstrated that conversation with peers improves 
comprehension and engagement with text. 
6. Every child listens to a fluent adult reader read aloud. This 
increases students’ fluency and comprehension skills, expands 
vocabulary, background knowledge, awareness of genre and 
text structure. 



 

The long range goal is that we and our students use literacy as a means to lead 
satisfying and meaningful lives. That is, through reading, writing, speaking, listening, 
and inquiry, we acquire knowledge, an appreciation for the written and spoken word, 
a love of literature, creative thinking, personal integrity, and a spirit of humanity that 
connects us to a world beyond ourselves, where we fully participate. 

Regie Routman 
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