
 

What is Shared Reading? 

During shared reading, you and your students read aloud an enlarged 
version of an engaging text that provides opportunities for your students 
to expand their reading competencies. The goals of the first reading are 
to ensure that students enjoy the text and think about the meaning. After 
the first reading, students take part in multiple, subsequent readings to 
notice more about the text. They discuss the text, and you select 
teaching points based on their needs.  

 

What does shared reading look like? 

Students sit together as a whole group and, following your first reading, 
engage in an oral reading of a common text. They use their voices to 
interpret the meaning of a text as they read in unison with others. 
Alternatively, students are assigned parts to read. 

Structure of a shared reading lesson: 

1. Introduce the Text – Engage students' interest in the text with a few 
opening words. 

2. Model Reading of the Text – Read the text to students at a good 
pace with a focus on enjoyment and understanding. Have a brief 
discussion. 



3. Read the Text Together – Have students read the whole text or 
selected parts with you. 

4. Discuss the Text – Guide conversation about the meaning and 
language of the text, and invite students to share their thinking. 

5. Teaching Points – Select a specific part or parts of the text to revisit 
to make teaching points. This can be accomplished over a number of 
subsequent readings. 

6. Repeated Readings – Revisit the text again on subsequent days, 
making additional teaching points and supporting students in gaining 
independence in processing the text. 

Shared reading is an enjoyable experience for your classroom 
community and an important opportunity for children to “step up 
together” into more challenging texts while also beginning to notice and 
acquire the processes they need to read texts independently. 
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