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Agenda
1. Inquiry 101
2. Questioning: The fuel to inquiry learning
3. 10 Steps to doing more inquiry
4. Making sense: helping learners to reason
5. How do you assess inquiry?



What is inquiry-based 
learning?



Source: ThinQ 4-6

Is it inquiry?   

Yes, if it has these 3 
essential traits.



Inquiry Skills 

Source: ThinQ 4-6



Myths and misconceptions- Are any of these 
obstacles for you?

1. The teacher has no control.
2. It takes too long.
3. It’s too hard for young learners.
4. It’s difficult to assess.
5. It’s the best learning strategy and should be done all the 

time.



Source: ThinQ 4-6

The Inquiry Continuum



Inquiry Dispositions

Source: ThinQ 4-6



Questioning: The fuel to inquiry learning

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1K2jdjLhbo


Questioning

Why are questions important?

Why do we want students to be curious?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1K2jdjLhbo


What type of questions do my students ask? 

What type of questions would I like my students to ask?

In what ways do I encourage questioning?  



Wonder Activities or Provocations that ignite 
curiosity and promote questioning











Assessment considerations arising from the 
content of a student’s question

What does this question tell me about this student’s interests and curiosity?

What does this question reveal in terms of gaps in this student’s content 
knowledge?

What evidence of existing content knowledge does this student’s question 
reveal?

Does this question build on recently learned information or experiences, 
thereby revealing a consolidation of learning?

Source: p. 23 Natural Curiosity: A Resource for Teachers



Assessment considerations arising from the 
quality of a student’s question

Source: p. 23 Natural Curiosity: A Resource for Teachers

Does this question represent this student’s ability to make 
connections among ideas?

Does this student tend to ask questions that are fact-based or 
higher-order in nature, or a combination?

Has this student shown growth in the kind of questions that they ask?



Tools to help students with questioning skills
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Areas that need 
work

Standard  for asking questions Exceeding 
expectations

Student asks questions from 
different points of view.

Student ask questions that can 
be investigated (not too broad 
or too narrow).

Student produces, improves 
and prioritizes questions.

Questioning: A one-point rubric



10 Steps to doing more inquiry

1. Start with a guided inquiry.
2. Determine your broad curricular targets.
3. Develop rich inquiry questions from your targets.
4. Locate and collect age-and grade-appropriate sources to drive the inquiry.
5. Build in opportunities for ongoing collaboration, sharing and reflection.
6. Create an assessment and evaluation plan.
7. Create and reinforce vocabulary to communicate inquiry thinking.
8. Help students make sense of the evidence.
9. Assist students in drawing conclusions based on their evidence.

10. Include time to reflect on and share conclusions.



Guided Inquiry: An Example

Step 1:  Create an inquiry question

Step 2:  Use an evidence bundle



Who am I?
Who should lead? Who should follow?
How could I be a better friend?
What makes a good community?
How do you decide whether a book/website
/song is good?
How do we know?
What is my responsibility?
What is fair?
What is where, why there, and why care?
What strategy should I use?
How do I live a healthy life?

INQUIRY 
QUESTIONS



Moving from questions to 
investigation . . . 



Plan and enact a 
guided inquiry

1. Determine an inquiry 
question.

2. Locate age-appropriate 
sources that consider 
multiple perspectives 
(evidence bundle).

3. Gradually release  each 
source one at a time and 
have students ask 
questions.



Guided Inquiry example

Inquiry Question

How did Canadian 
government policies 
impact the identity of 
Indigenous Peoples?

Evidence Bundle

● Two photographs
● An excerpt from the 

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Northern Development 
Canada website

● An excerpt from a story 
from Nunatsiaq News, 
An Iqaluit newspaper





Non-indigenous Canadian government 
agents had trouble with Inuit names and 
naming traditions so they classified people 
according to assigned numbers rather than 
actual names.







Kuujjuaq woman Olivia Ikey 
Duncan shows off her new 
tattoo.

“Sarah Rogers, a Kuujjuaq 
woman brings back symbol of 
Inuit past.” Nunatsiaq News, 
December 4, 2013.



I cried so much that day--I couldn’t believe 
that my people had gone through that and 
survived” she said. “How they were 
categorized, and how they were treated . . . 
That’s when I said ‘that’s my tattoo.’

“How can you be proud of yourself when you 
don’t understand where you come from.”



Building Inquiry Evidence Bundles



Using Evidence Bundles

How could you build on this evidence bundle? 
What type of evidence bundle could you create for a guided 
inquiry for your students?







Making sense: 
helping the learner to reason



My Dad’s An Alien 
Does evidence ever lie?

https://www.ispot.tv/ad/7wH8/audi-a6-my-dad-is-an-alien
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVRAtQ7XjkM


Thinking deeply about evidence

What evidence does the girl gather to support her conclusion?

How does the girl interpret the evidence?

What evidence could you gather to counter her evidence? 
 
What advice could you offer the little girl when she gathers 
evidence?



ThinQ: Reflection and Sharing

Read 6.2 pp. 89-92

Turn and Talk using some of these prompts. 

1. The idea that resonated with me was . . .
2. This reminds me of . . .
3. I used to think . . . now I think . . . 
4. A question that remains is . . . 



Beyond Guided Inquiry



Genius Hour

http://www.geniushour.com/what-is-genius-hour/






Final Thoughts

What are my next moves in  
inquiry-learning?

What professional learning do I 
need to deepen my practice 
and refine my skills?

How might I measure impact?


