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	Aspect
	Not Yet Meeting Expectations
(
	Meeting Expectations with Support or Minimally Meeting Expectations 
(
	Fully Meeting Expectations
(
	Exceeding Expectations
(!

	Meaning 

· personal connection

· ideas and information

· use of detail
	· may begin with an opinion or reaction, but ideas do not always support ideas; often very short

· not many explanations, details, or examples; may rely on retelling or recopying
	· loosely connected ideas; little analysis

· examples or explanations are limited;  may repeat or has no logic
	· has  related personal reactions and ideas with some individuality 

· ideas and information are generally clear and direct

· includes some relevant explanations, details and examples
	· related personal reactions and ideas with some analysis; sense of individuality

· ideas and information show some complexity (Eg. guessing, generalizations)

· gives logical explanations, details and examples

	Style

· clarity

· variety and impact of language
	· simple, repeated language; may include incorrect words

· sentences poor or run on; little variety
	· simple language; may be somewhat unclear and repeats itself

· repeats a few basic sentence patterns
	· language is clear with some variety & description

· variety of sentence lengths; may change sentence beginnings & use a variety of connecting words to join phrases (result may be awkward in places)
	· language is clear and varied; may include some precise, expressive or figurative language

· flows smoothly, with a variety of sentence lengths and patterns

	Form

· opening and conclusion

· organization & sequence

· connecting words
	· introduction may leave the reader wondering what the writing is about

· some attempts to follow logical sequence; tends to be all "middle", ending may be absent
	· introduces the topic, but wanders and loses focus

· ideas are generally in a logical sequence; may have breaks or abrupt changes 

· has beginning, middle, end; the end may be sudden
	· beginning introduces topic and purpose; tries to provide some context

· sequence easy to follow; sticks to the topic, with related ideas grouped together; ending is logical but abrupt

· variety of connecting words (Eg. while, also, when, suddenly, so, because, then, after, but)
	· opens with a clear  purpose; provides some context

· sequence is logical; develops the topic, leading to an effective ending

· increasing variety of connecting phrases and words (Eg. although, therefore, at the same time, while, also)

	Conventions

· complete sentences

· spelling, punctuation, grammar
	· frequent errors that interfere with meaning
	· some errors in sentence structure, spelling, punctuation; may make writing hard to understand 
	· few errors; these do not interfere with meaning
	· sense of control; few errors; these are usually the result of taking risks to use complex language and structures
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