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	Aspect
	Not Yet Meeting Expectations
(
	Meeting Expectations with Support or Minimally Meeting Expectations 
(
	Fully Meeting Expectations
(
	Exceeding Expectations
(!

	Meaning 

· personal connection

· ideas and information

· use of detail
	· topic may be unclear

· few details; often copied or unrelated to the topic; often very short
	· topic is clear; focuses on retelling

· few details, reasons and explanations; often relies on ideas from class discussions 
	· some analysis and reaction, often connected to retelling an experience; beginning sense of individuality 

· some supporting details, reasons and explanations (eg. how student felt)
	· develops opinion with some individuality or originality

· some engaging details, reasons, and examples, often with some emotional impact

	Style

· clarity

· variety, and impact of language
	· basic language; may include errors in word choice

· sentences poor or run on
	· simple language with little variety

· some sentences poorly constructed; others are simple
	· language is clear, simple and direct with some variety

· some variety in sentence length and pattern


	· language has variety and is more specific; often experiments with figurative language or with new words

· flows smoothly, with a variety of sentence lengths and patterns

	Form

· opening and conclusion

· organization & sequence

· connecting words
	· beginning is confusing with no clear topic; ending may be missing or illogical

· little development; often very short

· ideas seem unrelated to topic or to each other

· disjointed; overuses a few connecting words (Eg. and, then) 
	· beginning identifies the topic; ending may be abrupt or left out

· middle may not be clear or effective

· most ideas are loosely related to topic

· uses the same connecting words over again (Eg. and, then)
	· introduces topic and reason for writing; ending may be abrupt

· middle is a list of related reasons; events in the order they happened; organization is easy to follow

· sticks to the topic; ideas may not be developed

· variety of ordering or connecting words (Eg. next, then, so, but because, after, when)
	· introduces topic in a clear and engaging way; includes a conclusion

· sequence is logical; 

· clearly focused

· transitions are smooth; uses an increasing variety of transitional words (Eg. although, therefore, at the same time, while, also)

	Conventions

· complete sentences

· spelling, punctuation, grammar
	· frequent errors that interfere with meaning
	· noticeable errors do not interfere with meaning; may make writing hard to understand 
	· few errors; these do not interfere with meaning
	· few errors; these are usually the result of taking risks to use complex language and structures
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