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On a bright June morning, a little girl named Lisa was playing in the backyard sandbox of her home outside Summerland, British Columbia. As she reached to pick up a piece of wood, she gave a piercing scream of pain. Her mother came running. The mother saw a small brown creature scurry from beneath the board and disappear. 
“My finger! It hurts!” the child sobbed. The mother put Lisa into the car and drove to the nearest hospital. Less than half an hour had passed, but already the girl seemed to be having a hard time swallowing and breathing. The doctor wasted no time. He gave her two shots of a clear liquid. Soon the child grew calmer and her breathing improved. The next morning she was sent home.
A few years ago, she might easily have died, for Lisa had been stung by a scorpion. Before the new development of antivenoms, this tiny killer had been one of our most deadly enemies.
What are the chances you will meet a deadly scorpion? Actually, very slight. Though they favor hot desert regions, scorpions are widely distributed throughout the world. But of more than 1,000 species, only seven have fatal stings.
Closely related to the spider, the scorpion varies in length from 3 to 20 centimeters. But the smallest kinds are often the most dangerous.
The scorpion looks like an eight-legged small lobster with tiny pincers. It has a lightning fast tail tipped with a poisonous, hollow needle. The scorpion can whip this tail sideways, backwards, and over its head. It injects its victim with a venom that affects the nerves. Most kinds of scorpions have stings less dangerous than bees or wasps. But the venom of those few others is more deadly and faster acting than that of the black widow spider.
These deadly scorpions are especially dangerous because of their habits. They hunt only at night. But during the day they hide unseen, clinging to the undersides of things such as loose bark and boards. They love to invade houses. There they can hide in every possible spot – inside shoes, under beds, behind drapes. When they are accidentally startled by human beings, they sting in panicky defense. 
Newcomers to areas where dangerous scorpions are found are given this warning: See that screens on doors and windows are tight. Spray with insect killers. Don’t pick up any object by putting your fingers underneath it. And never put your shoes on in the morning without first shaking them out.
For as long as 25 years, the scorpion lives and hunts strictly by itself. It has as many as 12 eyes, but “sees” only light and dark. Tiny sensory hairs on its pincers and abdomen tell it what is going on in the world. 
The scorpion’s diet consists mainly of insects such as beetles and cockroaches. But some of the larger species devour snakes and lizards up to 20 centimeters long. It seizes all prey with its pincers subduing it with its stinger when necessary. Completely antisocial, the scorpion will eat anything that it can kill, including another scorpion. But these fights must be won with pincers alone. Scorpions can’t harm each other with their own venom. 
Scorpion eggs are hatched inside the mother. Anywhere from three to ninety soft, white young, about one centimeter long, are born oat one time.
While waiting for the first shells to grow, the young clamber on the mother’s back for protection. They develop from food stored in their bodies from the egg yolk. They are able to fend for themselves in 10 to 16 days.
With the development of antivenom drugs and a strong public health campaign, the sting of even the most dangerous scorpion is now rarely fatal. But the hardy scorpion is far from defeated. It has endured for ages. Fossils have been found from 350 million years ago. Any creature with that kind of tenacity is going to be around for a long while. 
